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2024, Carrying forward our
Action Hours for a Cease-fire

We look forward to Fridays, when we join with our online community to
call for a cease-fire for Gaza! If you haven’t already, sign up to join us!
We started these “power hours” modeled after our allies at Jewish Voice
for Peace. Each week we gather on Zoom to give an update on the
situation in Palestine and Israel, share the work of our staff in Gaza, and
call our Members of Congress for a cease-fire. We also give short trainings
with calling and letter writing tips and share inspiring actions organized
around the world. Since mid-October, we have met every Friday at noon
ET (with one break at Thanksgiving) and will continue to meet through the
coming months. We have created over a dozen downloadable resources
for your organizing hosted on our website here. 

Introducing new staff: Zoe Jannuzi

We are thrilled to welcome Zoe
Jannuzi to our team! Zoe came
to us at AFSC after a year
working at the Friends
Committee on National
Legislation (FNCL) doing
Middle East advocacy. A recent
graduate of Swarthmore
College, she brings a passion
for student organizing work and
creative approaches to our
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educational efforts. You may
have seen her great work on
the Action hours and helping us
this fall with our Light in Gaza
anthology book tour. Read
more about Zoe here.

 

Organizing resources: Action hour resource page
 

Everyone is needed to work for an immediate cease-fire! Looking for tips
on how to engage at a town hall meeting? How to be a good bystander at
a protest? How to write a compelling letter to the editor? Or ways to
divest from militarism? Check out the downloadable resources on our
Action Hour resource page. Need other ideas on ways to support
Palestinians in Gaza? Check out these six ways you can act today.
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Join us at these upcoming events! 

January 13 March in Washington, DC 
January 12-13 Rainbow PUSH Gaza
summit in Chicago
January 30 8pm ET Apartheid-free
Municipalities Webinar online 
January 30 8am ET Arts for Social
Action: Artistic Responses to Gaza, online
webinar 

 

No Way to Treat a Child Campaign
 
When we started our No Way to Treat a Child
campaign nearly ten years ago, we believed that
a movement of organized, educated advocates
could make a difference. As we look to 2024, we
remain committed to that vision. Protection not
Detention. Freedom not Imprisonment. Life not
genocide. Compassion not Despair. Read a
summary of our work to defend the rights of
Palestinian children in 2023. 

 

Light in Gaza Anthology
 
Last October, we held a successful
west coast speaking tour, with Light in
Gaza contributor, Yousef Aljamal.  He
spoke at campuses, community
centers, and houses of worship in
several cities. Here is a audio link to an
interview he gave on KBOO radio in
Portland, OR and here is the talk he
gave in Oakland, CA on October 11. 
 
Our anthology, Light in Gaza: Writings
Born of Fire, is available from
Haymarket Books and the ebook is
available here to download for free.
Over 35,000 copies have been
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downloaded! An audio book version is
coming in 2024.

We continue to hold the Light in Gaza authors and their families in the Light,
and mourn the deaths of many of their family members and destruction of their
homes by Israel in recent months. We are particularly saddened by the Israeli
army's targeted killing of Refaat Alareer, a professor and mentor to many
young writers in Gaza. Refaat contributed the opening chapter to our
anthology. Many tributes have been written to Refaat, including this one by
Jennifer Bing and by others who knew him in the Electronic Intifada and on
Democracy Now. His poem “If I Must Die” and kite imagery are frequently on
display at protests around the world. 
 

 

More links to statements and updates from AFSC

Key things to note about the crisis in Gaza, by Mike Merryman-Lotze.
Take action for a cease-fire and write your member of Congress here.
Statement by AFSC to address root causes of violence.
Link to donate to humanitarian relief provided by AFSC in Gaza.
Learn more and support Israeli military refusers.

Thank you for your support of our work!
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