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Today, and every day, we walk on stolen land. We pray on stolen land. The forests, the rivers,
the mountains, the meadows. Also the highways, and city buildings, houses, and corner stores.
This is what occupation looks like.

We are meeting here in the Dawnland, where the sovereign people of the Wabanaki
Confederacy, including the Maliseet, MicMac, Penobscot, and Passamaquoddy, have lived for
thousands of years. And the many Abenaki tribes, some destroyed, some scattered. As
Quakers, many of our ancestors, both by blood and by spirit, participated in the theft of this land,
the separation of children from their families, and the attempt to end indigenous culture.

Today, we mourn the lives and ways of living that were taken. We honor the resilience and
power of our Wabanaki neighbors.

As we continue to live and govern in ways that harm this land and its people, it is past time for
reparations. For learning the truth. For listening. For taking action. And there is still time. This is
our work to do.



