How to get an EIN

Online application takes
a few minutes to fill out,
a few hours or a day

turnaround

Online

Application

Paper application:
slightly more
complicated to fill out,
four weeks turnaround.

Paper
application
Form 55-4




Online Application

Quick, and fairly easy IRS EIN
Assistant

Watch the show!...

httpsArwranwirs.g




IRS EIN Assistant

https./Z/www.irs.gov/businesses/small-

in -self-empl /apply-for-an-
emplovyer-identification-number-ein-online

Or click through the IRS website like this....



‘Start on the IRS.gov homepage:

<« c @ @ & hitps:/fwww.irs.gov w o @ 1ty Q 501g) = N = ma =

Help | News | Language ~ || Charities & Nonprofits Tax Pros |

File Pay Refunds Credits & Deductions Forms & Instructions

‘ Direct Pay

‘ﬁg Refund Status

@ File an Extension @ Free File
@ Get Your Tax Record D View Your Account
Employer ID Number (EIN) @ Payment Plan
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Search for '"EIN" -

&« c @

(D @ https://www.irs.gov/site-index-search?search=EIN&field

click on Apply

v @ 1 O sl

i & & B M «

Help | Mews | Language ~ |

B —
Charities & Nonprofits |

File Pay Refunds Credits & Deductions Forms & Instructions
Home > Site Index Search
Search Results
ein Q
SortBy: Relevance v
Filter by.. N EMPLOYER Recommended by IRS

IDENTIFICATION

General Information (303)

NUMBEH

Employer ID Numbers
Information about Employer Identification Numbers (EIN), also known as a Federal
Tax ldentification Number. An EIN is used to identify a business entity.

News {22)
Forms and Instructions (25) MDMQ!MMI MIHQM .
Number (EIN) Online Generally, businesses need a new EIN when their

Infermation about how to apply online for an Employer

Abhout IRS (270 Identification Number.

ownership or structure has changed.
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| Mews | Lengusge - || Charities & Nomprofits | | TaxPros |

"Apply e T T

. | Home » File » Busi » Small Business and Sell-Employed * Employer 1D Numbers
n I n e » Apply for an Employer Identification Number EIN Online

Individuals

Apply for an Employer Identification Number (EIN) Online
Now"
E‘J Hours of Operation

b l | tto n Intemationsl Taxpayers Monday to Friday, 7 a.m, to 10 p.m, Eastern Standard Time,
| Businesses and Self-Employed

Small Business and SelfEmployed  Step 1: Determine Your Eligibility

Empl 10 Mumk * ‘Yau rmay apply for an EIN anline il your principal business is located in the
United S1ates or LS. Territories.
# The persan applying online must have a valid Taxpayer identification Mumber
Business Taxes
. (SSH, ITIN, EIN).
Reporting Information # You are limited to one EIM per responsilsle party per day.
Returns

Step 2: Understand the Online Application

* You must complete this applicathon in one sessian, as you will not be able te
save and return at a later time.

= Your session will expire after 15 minutes of inactivity, 2nd you will need to start
R,

Self-Employed
Starting & Business

Operating a Business

Clasing & Business Step 3: Submit Your Application

» After all validations are dore you will get your EIN immediately upan
completion, You can then download, save, and print your EIN confirmation
natice.

Industries/Professions

Small Business Events

Online Learning.

English | Espaiial

Small Business/Self-Employed
Topics

= Busi with Em|

Related Toplcs

= State and Federal Onling Busingss
Registration

« Online EIN Frequently Asked
Questions

= Employer 1D Humbers

= System Reguirements

* Privecy Act Staterment and
Paperworik Reduction Act Motice
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it shows you details before you begin...

“ > C 0 D @ hips:isawwed.Irs.govimodieinfindividualfindex. jsp o @ gy O s01e) - + moB O & =

Hedp | Apphy for New EIN | Exit

EIN Assistant

Important Infoermation Before You Begin

Use this assistant to apply for and ootain an Employer |dentificaion Number {EIN).
%ﬂm Far help or edciional infarmsation on any togic,
click the underlined key words, or view Help
Topics on the rght side of the screan. Make
About the EIN Assistant sure that pop-ups ane allowed from this sie.

= Wou must complede this application in one session, as you will not b= able 1o save and retum &t & labar ima.

+ For security purpases, your session will expire after 15 minules of inactivity, and you will need o start aver,

» ou will receive your EIM immediaiely upon verification. When will | be ables bo use my EINT

= |f you wish to recaive your confirmatian leter onling, we strongly recommanded thet you install Adobe Reater before baginning e
application i it is not already instaled.

Restrictions

= Effective May 21, 2012, o ansure fair and equilatile treatment for all laxpayes, the temal Revenus Sarvice will lmit Employer
Igantification Mumber (EIN) Esuance 1o one per responsibie party per day. This lmitation is 1oall far EiMs whath
onine or by phone. fax or mai. Wae apologize for any inconvenience this may cause,

It & Mird party dessgnes (TFD) is completing the anling applcation an benall of the taxpayes, he laxpayer must aulhorize e third party
o apply for and recess the EIN on his or har behal,

Thia business location must b within fe United States or LS. teritories,
Foreign flers without an Individual Taxpayer identification Mumber (ITIN) cannot use this assistant o oblain an EIN,

IF yau were mcerparated culside of the Uniled States or the .S, serriaries, you eannal apaly for an EIN orline. Please call us 82
26T-541-1088 {this is not a toll free number).

Bagin Application 3

H you are not comfartable sanding infarmation via the intemed, download the Farm 55-4 PDF file and the instructions for alternative ways of
apphying.
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Choose a
type of
legal
structure:

Click "View
Addl Types,
Including
Tax-
Exempt

i @ https://fs

EIN Assistant

Your Progress: 1. Identify 2. Authanticate 3. Addresses

What type of legal structure is applying for an EIN?

Belore applying for an EIN you should have already determined whal type of legal siructure, business, or
type of organization is being established.

Choose the type you are applying for, If you don't sse your type, select “View Addiional Typea.®

Sole Proprietor
Includes individuals who are in business for themselves and household employers.

Partnerships
Inciedes parinerships and joint veniures,

Corporations
Includes S corporations, personal service corporations, real estate ivvestment frusts (REIT),
reguialed investment conduits (RIC), and settlernent funds,

Limited Liability Company (LLC)
A lirited liabiity company (LLC) is & structure allowed by state statute and s formed by filing
arlickes of organization wih the stale.

Estate
An estate 8 & legal entity created as a result of & person's death.

Trusts

Al types of trusts including conservatorships, cuslodianships, guardianships, imevocable trusts,
revocable tnusts, and recelverships.,

© view Additional Types, Including Tax-Exempt and Governmental Organizations
i none of the above fit what you are establishing, there ane several others 1o choose from,

Continue »»
= Back

IRS Privacy Policy

wwd.irs.gov/modieinfindividual flegal-struct o @ O A B01(c) -3 A

Halp | Apply for New EIM | Exit

5. EIN Confirmation

Help Topics

©) What if | do not know what
type of legal sinjctyre oe
arganization o choose?

i,

14.



© & https://sa.wwwd.irs.gov/modiein/individual/additional -ty - @ 501(c) > oI

Choose G IRS oo e
‘Church® - | =

1. Identify 2. Authenticate 5 5. EIN Confirmation
Additional Types Help Topics
Chooss the 1 u are applying for. You can click the undedined terms for a description. ;
st Sl e € wnat if | stil do not know
Bankrupicy Estata (Individual) Howsehaold Employer what lype of struciura or
organization to choose?
. Block/Tenant Assoclation IRA,
I S | I e e © Church Memaorial or Scholarship Fund
Church-Controlled Organization Mational Guard
Community o Volunteer Group Pilan Administrator
I I O | e a Emplover'Fiscal Agent (under IRC Sac 3504 ) Palifical Organization
Employer Plan (401K, Money Purchase Plan, ete.) PTA/PTO or School Organization
[ Farmers' Cooperative REMIC
t h e O lo I ( a Government, Federal/Military Social or Savings Club
Government, Indian Tribal Govermnments Spors Teams (community)
Government, State/Loca Withholding Agent
I Homeowners/Condo Association Cther Mon-ProfitTax-Exempt
Organizations
]
Py veara Continwe >

IRS Privacy Policy



Churches have
many tax and legal
advantages.

Sometimes
individual preachers
("nondenominational
ministries’) and
dubiously-religious
groups try to claim
church status.

Lyndon Larouche’s
Village Street
Monthly Meeting" is
a curious Quaker-
related example.

Be brave - we're the
real thing!

Show site information

{:ﬂ I RS .gov

EIN Assistant

2. Authenticate

1. Identify 3. Addresses

Please confirm your selection.
Confirm your selection of Church as the type of structure applying for an EIN.
What it is...

# The term "church® includes any organization claiming to be a church and any convention or
association of churches. The word "church® also includes temples, mosgues, and other houses of
worship. Certain characteristics are generally aftributed to churches. They include having ain):

= Distinct legal existence and religious history

= Recognized creed, form of worship, and literature of its own

= Definite and distinct ecclesiastical governance including a formal code of dectrine and
discipline

= Organization of ardained ministers, selected afier completing prescribed courses of study

= Established place of worship with regular congregations, religious services, andfor
religious instruction for members.

What it is not...

» Churches typically do not include nondenominational ministries, interdenominational and
acumenical organizations,and other entities whose principal purpose is the study or advancemant
af religion.

If you need o change your type of structure, we recommaend that you do so now, othenwise vou will have
fo start over and re-enter your information. Additional help may be found by reviewing all fypes of
organizations and structures before making your selection,

<< Change Type Continue >>

IRS Privacy Policy

O & https://sawwwd.irs.gov/modieinfindividual /confirm-ent w o oeee 09 'f,} Q1 s01(c) —> i

Help | Apply for New EIN | Exit

5. EIN Confirmation

I

16.



Choose
‘Banking
PUrpPOSses,”

Most
likely...

EIN Assistant

einfindividual/reason-for-: - @ 1 L 501(c) -

Help | Apply for New EIN | Exit

Your Progress: 1. ldentify 2. Authenticate . 4. Detalls 5. EIN Confirmation

Why is the Church requesting an EIN?
Choose one reason that best describes why you ane applying for an EIN

Started a new business
Select this opton i you are beginning & new business.

Hired employee(s)
Salect this opbion if you already have a business and need to hire employees.

0 Banking purposes
Select this opton if the resson for applying for the EIN is stricthy to satisfy banking requirements.

or local kw,

Changed type of organization

Salect this opbion if you are changing the lype of organization you currently operate, such as
changing from a sole proprietor to 8 parinership, changing from a partmership to a corporation,
atc.

Purchased active business
Select this opbion if you are purchasing a buginess thal is already in operation,

Continua >>

] o] Help - EIM Assistant

Help Topics

ﬂ | do not see my reason for
aoplying hare. What should |
choose?

© what if more than one
reason applies o ma?

(D @ https:/isawwwd.irs.gov/modieinfindividus « @ Ty =

Close This Window

d Print This Page |

0 | do not see my reason for applying here. What should | choose?

If your main reascn for applying is not on the list, please select the option you feel is

closast bo your main reason.

17.




Choose “Individual.”

The Responsible Party is
‘the true principal officer,
general partner, grantor,
owner or trustor,

This individual or entity, ..
controls, manages, or
directs the applicant
entity and the disposition
of its funds and assets.

If there is more than one
responsible party, the
entity may list whichever
party the entity wants the
IRS to recognize as the
responsible party.

D & https://sawwwd.Irs.gov/modieinfindividualjselect-indiv

gi% I R S .gov

EIN Assistant

Your Progross: 1. Identify +* 2. Authenticate 3. Addressos 4. Details
Who is the Responsible Party for the Church?
Tha responsible parly can ba aither an individual OR an axisting business.
& & Help - EIN Assistant
Please choose one: (i} @ hitps:/jsawwwd.irs.gov/modiein/indivi B - @ % =

D Individual

Existing business

<< Back

« @ | Q 501

Closs This Window 4 Prrint This Paga

9 Responsible Party

For entities with shares or interests traded on a public exchange, or which are registersd
with the Securities and Exchangs Commission, "responsinle party” means (a) the
principal officer if the business is a corporation, (b) @ general partner if & partnership, (c)
the owner of an entity that s disregarded as separate from its owner (disregarded
enlities owned by & corporalion enter the corporation's narme and EIN), or (d) a grantor,
owner, of trustar if a trust,

For all other antities, “responsible pary™ means a person who has a level of contral
over, or entitternent to, the funds or assets in the entity that, as a practical matter,
enables the individual, directly or indirectly, to control, manage or direct the entity and
the disposition of its funds and assets. The ability to fund the entity ar the entitement o
the property of the entity alone, howewer, without any coresponding authority to control,
manage or direct the entity {such as in the case of a minor child beneficiary], does not
cause the individual 1o be a responsible party.

IRS Privacy Palicy

-

Help | Apply for New EIN | Exit

5. EIN Confirmation

18.



@ @ https://sawwwd.irs.gevimodiein/individual findivid v [E] | =« @ | Q s501c) -

Help | Apply for New EIN | Exit

Choose someone in ¥ IRS 4
your Meeti ng o EIN Assistant

- Clerk 2 Auhentcae
= Trea S u rer You selected individual. Please tell us about the Responsible Party.

* Required fislds

H Must maich IRS records or this application cannot be processed.
- I n a n C e Tha only punciuation and speclal characters allowed are hyphen (-) and amparsand (&),

CO m m i ttee First name * Clerk, Tregsurer, irustes etc

Middle namefinitial

clerk or e
memiaer g
- a [rustee

. etc © | am a duly authorized member, officer, or employee of the organization or government entiy.
' | am a third party applying for an EIN on behalf of this crganization.

| NN ] Help - EIM Assistant
to be the | T

@ & https:j/sawwwd.irs.gov/modieinfindividual/help/keyword.jsp?keyword=Member
L) ) "
Res p 0 n S I b I.e Pa rty Close This Window - Prind This Page
0 Member

The word “member” has several definitions:

Choase One: *

1. An individual who belongs to an organization, sssocation, firm, partnership, company, or comporation.

2. One of the persons who compose a social group (especially individuals who have joined and participate in a8 group organization).

3, Thee awnizes of an LLC are calbed members and ang similar in some respects to shareholders of a corporation. A member can be a
natural parson, a corporation, & partnership, or another legal association or entity.

19.



Finishing up...

There are three more stages after that window but | can't go further
without entering a real name and SSN!

If all goes well...

"After all validations are done you will get your EIN immediately upon
completion. You can then download, save, and print your EIN
confirmation notice.’

20.



Paper application
Form SS-4

www.irs.gov/ pub/irs-pdf/fss4. pdf
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